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MANDURAH BRIDGE CLUB INC  

EVENT REGULATIONS 

The following amended regulations were approved by the Tournament Committee on Monday 

January 15th, 2024. These regulations apply to all Club sessions including Club Championships and 

Congresses. If a specific policy is not mentioned in this document, then the relevant BAWA regulation 

will apply. 

CODE OF CONDUCT 

All Club bridge events are run within the framework of Laws of Bridge which are shared with the state, 

national and international community. The same set of laws apply worldwide.  In the midst of the 

predominantly technical laws there is Law 74A which says:  

 “Players should always be courteous and carefully avoid any remark or extraneous action 

that might cause annoyance or embarrassment to another player or might interfere with the 

enjoyment of the game”. 

From this can be seen that good behaviour at the table is not a preference, it is a requirement. 

To be consistent with other clubs, Mandurah Bridge Club (MBC) has adopted a Players Code of 

Conduct which requires all players to: 

• Be polite and courteous at all times 

• Respect other people’s rights to have different opinions or ways of thinking 

• Conduct their game in a proper, mature and inoffensive manner 

• Show patience and understanding with new members and visitors 

In upholding the intentions of this Law, MBC has zero tolerance for rudeness, harassment, unwelcome 

physical contact, and intentional or unintentional discriminatory and offensive behaviour whether it 

relates to gender, ethnicity or religion or could be regarded as sexually suggestive. 

More modest offences such as demeaning remarks about opponents’ or partner’s play or bidding, 

giving gratuitous advice at the table, arguing with the Director or being generally ungracious are also 

regarded as unacceptable. 

If you believe that you have been on the receiving end of poor behaviour, you must call the Director 

immediately. The Director is empowered to assess the evidence and take a range of actions ranging 

from requiring an immediate apology, issuing a warning or awarding a penalty which will affect the 

offenders’ score for the session.  

Significant breaches of the law will be referred to the Club Recorder for further investigation. You also 

have access to this same Recorder if you believe that any complaint by you or about you has not been 

dealt with fairly. 

Our membership group is wonderfully diverse. Always show the same respect to others that you 

would like to receive yourself and remember that your concept of what is correct to say and how it is 

said can be viewed by others from a different perspective. 
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GENERAL 

• Green, Blue and Red systems and Brown Sticker conventions are permitted at all sessions except 

supervised play sessions, when only Green and Blue systems will be permitted. Players are required to 

have an up-to-date system card for other than basic Acol or SAYC systems. 

• Personal score records are to be completed by at least one of the pairs at all sessions. These are to 

be maintained in a manner where they are not visible to other players at the table 

• Day time sessions may last up to 4 hours including a tea/coffee break, and night sessions 3.5 hours. 

Players must stay for the full duration of the session except in the event of an unforeseen emergency. 

(Exception – the pair having the final sit-out may leave at the start of their sit-out.) 

• Players are to be seated at the tables 15 minutes before the session starts.  Players arriving later 

than this may be denied the opportunity to play. 

• All fields are to be balanced as well as is practically reasonable for Green Point events and seeded by 

Masterpoints to produce even fields for Red and Gold Point events. 

• The timing and length of the tea break will be determined by the Director. 

• For daytime sessions, the recommended number of boards played by any player, including those 

sitting out, should be between 26 and 36. 

• This may be reduced for sessions of supervised play, or other sessions that are predominately made 

up of beginners or where this is no suitable movement available for the number of tables. 

• Recommended time allowed per round: 2 boards per round – 14 minutes; 3 boards per round - 20 

minutes; 4 boards per round - 26 minutes; 5 boards per round - 32 minutes. The director may choose 

to move players earlier or to delay the move if necessary. At sessions frequented by newer players, 

the director may allow more time per round. 

• The warning bell will be set at 2 minutes. If the lead to the final board has not been made by the 

time the warning bell sounds, the board is not to be played. The director should be called, and will 

award an artificial adjusted score, with each side’s percentage dependent on the reason for not having 

enough time to play the board. 

• Sit-outs should be limited to a maximum of 3 boards if possible, though 4 board sit-outs may be used 

as an alternative to 2-board rounds. No boards are to be placed on the sit out table - this is to prevent 

fouling of boards by the pair sitting out. 

• When playing a hand, players’ obligations are firstly towards play of a hand, and secondly, recording 

the contract and result. After the auction, the player on lead is to make their lead before recording the 

contract in the Bridgemate or their personal score sheet, and likewise, the player who is dummy is to 

face their cards before recording the contract in the Bridgemate or on their personal score sheet. 

• The time period for data entry corrections will be as follows: Bridgemate score corrections 1 Green 

Point - 24 hours from the end of the session 2 Red Point – Until the start of the next session or for the 

last session until the results are announced. 

• Name corrections – 7 days from the end of the session. 

• The time limit for appeals of a Director’s decision is 30 minutes after the printing of results for the 

session or match to which the appeal relates. The appeals panel will be appointed by the Tournament 

Manager or in his absence the session Director. 

• Any matters that may warrant a procedural or disciplinary penalty, whether or not such a penalty is 

imposed by the Director, will be reported by the Director to the Management Committee. This 

includes, but is not limited to, refusal to play a board. 

• Mobile Telephones, iPad, iPod and other electronic communication devices must be switched 

off during Session time. If you are expecting an urgent call, please leave your phone with the Director. 

• Cards are not to be removed from a board after play of a hand unless the director is present. 
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PROTECT PAIRS POLICY 

• Any pair with both players having less than 25 master points each, and playing a basic Acol, Standard 

or Precision system can claim protected pair status from Brown Sticker conventions. 

• Such status must be claimed at the beginning of each round before bidding commences. 

• Protection can only be claimed in green point events. 

• Opponents of protected pairs must abandon brown sticker conventions and revert to a basic system. 

• The following conventions are categorized as brown sticker: 

(a) Any opening bid of two clubs through three spades that (i) could be weak and (ii) does not promise 

at least four cards in a known suit.  

(b) Any weak two suited bid at the two or three level that may by agreement be made with three cards 

or fewer in one of the suits. 

(c) The above descriptions in (a) and (b) would include RCO’s and Myxi 2’s. 

BEST 3 out of 4 COMPETITIONS 

These competitions are held over four consecutive weeks throughout the year as one winner 

movements. Participants must play with the same partner at least three times over the four weeks to 

be eligible. 

As soon as practical after the completion of the last session for the month the result will be 

determined on the basis of the sum of each pair’s best 3 session percentages. No substitutes are 

allowed. 

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS AND OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS 

1. Teams Championship 

2. Pairs and Restricted Pairs Championships 

3. Any other Red Point event that the Committee designates from time to time. 

• These events are to be run by a non-playing director. The Director may not play in a side movement 

running in conjunction with such events without the approval of the Tournament Manager. 

• Current club directors are to be offered the chance to direct the Club Competitions before an 

outside director is asked. 

• For all Pairs and Teams Championship Events (other than restricted events) table numbers will be 

determined by the Tournament Manager. 

• Entrants who do not attend a red point event after nominating and give no notice of this are 

required to pay the entry fee. Further to this, they will be deemed ineligible to play in all future red 

point events until this fee is paid. 

• Times allowed for play per round, and other regulations, to be the same as for other sessions. 

• Red points (if offered) on the championship days will be awarded to players in the competition but 

not to players in the other section/s of the room. 

• Entry conditions (see below) for the various club championships to be displayed either on the entry 
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form or on the wall adjacent to the form. 

• No score corrections will be allowed after the results have been posted for the final round. 

ENTRY FEES 

Pairs and Teams: $6.00 per person per session (or such other fee as determined by the Committee) 

FORMAT 

To be determined by the Tournament Manager in conjunction with the Director of the event. 

ENTRY CONDITIONS FOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS 

• All entrants and their substitutes must be members of the club. 

• Substitutes are allowed to play in 1 session only. This restriction also applies where an event 

incorporates two sessions in one day. Where an event involves a single qualifying session, no 

substitutes are permitted at that session. 

• A substitute should be of equal or lesser standard in terms of bridge skill than the person they are 

replacing, and all substitutions need approval by the event director, with any disagreement resolved 

by the Tournament Manager. 

• In Teams events, Masterpoints will be awarded based on the matches played by each player, and 

only team members (not substitutes) will share in any overall Masterpoints. In other events, 

substitutes earn Masterpoints in the sessions they play, but will not be entitled to any outright 

Masterpoints. 

• If the number of pairs nominated for a pairs event results in a ½ table, then the Director may require 

the last nominated pair to withdraw, but will be short- listed as a standby pair. 

• In an emergency, a substitute who is not a member, or in the Restricted Pairs event, has more than 

the relevant Masterpoints, may be permitted to play at the Director’s discretion. In such cases, the 

emergency player and their partner or team will not be eligible for the title, trophy, or prize money, 

but will be entitled to any Masterpoints they may have won. 

• The closing date will be close of business, 7 days prior to the commencement of the event, unless 

the notice states otherwise. 

• Teams Championship: A team may have 4 – 6 players. 

• Restricted Pairs: Limited to an even number of pairs - the director may introduce a qualifying house 

pair if necessary; all players must have less than the specified Masterpoints as at the start of the 

quarter immediately preceding the placement of the entry list on the notice board. 

• Pairs Championships: Limited to an even number of pairs. The director may introduce a house pair 

if necessary. 

• Congresses: To be eligible to receive a Best Mandurah Prize all members of the Partnership or Team 

must reside permanently in the Peel region, be recorded as “Home Members” on the ABF website and 

play the majority of their bridge (excluding Congresses and State or National Events) at 

Mandurah Bridge Club. (NB This regulation does not apply to outright prizes 1st,2nd, 3rd, etc.) 

 


